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MRORANTAM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence
SUBJECT: Washington Disaster Communications

1. The Office of Communications ls charged with the respomsibility
far providing end maintaining an adequate emergeacy coammunications net-
work. In meeting this responsibility, I have, of mecessity, given prior
impertence to the establishment of inter-Agesey cammunications. However,
the egually Important intra-Agency communications reqQuirements, inherent
in the Washington Disaster Plan, cannot be minimized. These singuler re-
girements, principally the command circuits between Room 2, Administration

25X1A6A Buailding, the White House, are satisfied
through the use of high freguency apd very high freguency communications
aystems.

2. The high frequency and very high freguency systems were originally
estedlished on & temporery basis. My Engineering Division has spent con-
sillerable time and effort in improving and modernizing these systems. This
Program has been accomplished, and the Engloeering Division ls pow engaged
in preparing plens and designs for permanent antennss.

3. ¥Ueder current planning, Room 2, Administration Building, is in-
tepded to function immediately in the event of & disaster as your command
sod commmnications center. The nature of the circuits emensting ivom this
canter demands a high guality antenna installation. Unfortunately, the
¥orth, South, end Administration Building complex is mot a location con-
duclive to the eraction of a high guality sntenns farm. However, in spite
of this situetion my Engineering Division has sccomplished e worksble an-
tenns design.

h. The exploitation of this design will require the erection of an
sntenna farm on the roof tops of North, Bouth, and Administration Buildings,
thereby imlviug questions of additions or modifications to monumental

25X1AQA euil Current policy requiring such additions hes been investigated.
¥r. of your staff has rendered the opinion that the spproval
of the Fine Arts Commission must be obtained for this construction. Mr.

25X1A9A B =+ suggosted that the matter be referred to your office for action.
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Accordingly, I am forwarding a portfolio of preliminary &rewings
showing the general nature of the installation. This portfolis
should be useful to your staff in their efforts to galn approval
for this conmstruction.

5. I nesitete to press for early sction in this matier ainece
it concerns minor details, however, these command circuits are an
importent sdjunct to the overall communications plan, and we canmot
assume an adegoate emergency communications network until this work
is sceomplished. You are advised that persomnel of my Engineering
Pivision are available to discuss this metter with your staff as
the occasion or need erises.

25X1A9A

Assistant Director for Commnications

“¥we {2) Pertfolios of Preliminary Drawings.
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